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Some representative topics and readings 

 

Introduction: Childhood and Rights 

 

Thorne, B. (2009) “‘Childhood’: Changing and Dissonant Meanings.” International Journal of 

Learning and Media. Volume 1, No. 1. Pp 1-9.  

 

Woodhead, M. (1991) “Psychology and the Cultural Construction of  Children’s Needs.” In 

James, A. and Prout, A. (eds) Constructing and Reconstructing Childhood: 

Contemporary Issues in the Sociological Study of Children. London: Falmer Press. 

 

Guggenheim, M. (2005) “Chapter 1: A Brief History of Children’s Rights in the United States.” 

What’s Wrong with Children’s Rights?. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.  

 

Eekelaar, J. (1986) “The Emergence of Children’s Rights.” Oxford Journal of Legal Studies . 

Vol 6, pp. 161-182.  

 

O’Neil, O. (1998) “Children’s Rights and Children’s Lives.” Ethics. Vol. 98, pp. 445-63.  

 

Huntington, C. (2006) ‘Rights Myopia in Child Welfare,’ UCLA Law Review. Vol. 53, pp 637. 

 

Martha M. (1995) “What Ever Happened to Children's Rights?” Minnesota Law Review. Vol 80, 

pp 267. 

 

Wall, J. (2009) “Why Children’s Rights Matter.” SERFAC World Congress on “Giving Children 

a Voice” Conference, New Delhi, India. January.  

 

Smolin, D. (2003) ‘A Tale of Two Treaties: Furthering Social Justice Through the Redemptive 

Myths of Childhood’ Emory International Law Review. Vol 17, pp 967. 

 

Boyden, J. (1997) “Childhood and the Policy Maklers: A Comparative Perspective on the 

Globalization of Childhood” in Prout, A. & James, A. (eds) Constructing and 

Reconstructing Childhood. London: Routledge Farmer. 
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Wall, J. & Dar, A. (2011). “Children’s Political Representation: The Right to Make a 

Difference.” International Journal of Children’s Rights, 19 (4): 595-612.  

 

Harris-Short, S. (2001) “Listening to ‘the Other’? The Convention on the Rights of the Child.” 

Melbourne Journal of International Law. Vol 2, pp 304-361.  

 

Liberal Child Rights 

 

Farson, R. (1974) Birthrights: A Bill of Rights for Children. New York: Macmillan. 

 

Holt, J. (1974) Escape from Childhood: The needs and Rights of Children. New York: Ballantine 

Books. 

 

 

Children’s Rights and the UN Convention  

 

UN conventions on the Rights of the Child (http://www.unicef.org/crc)  

 

UN CRC: child friend versions from 5 countries. UNICEF.  

 

The State of the World's Children (2002) UNICEF. http://www.unicef.org/sowc02/brief9.htm 

 

 Doek, Jaap (2003) “21 Years of International Children’s Rights” in Childright. Volume 125, p 

7-9.  

 

Joyce, Pierre, J. (2001) Taking Children Seriously: A challenge for us all. London: Save the 

Children Fund 

 

Lansdown, G. (2004) “The Evolving Capacities of the Child. Implications for the Exercise of 

Rights.” Florence: Innocenti Research Centre UNICEF. 

 

Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment No 5: General Measures of 

Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (2003) UN doc. CRC/GC/2003/5 

 

Schabas, W. ‘Reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child’, 18 Human Rights 

Quarterly (1996) 472-491. 

 

Alston, P. (1994) The Best Interests of the Child: Reconciling Culture and Human Rights. New 

York: Oxford University Press.  

 

Archard, D. (2004) (2nd ed) Children: Rights and Childhood. New York: Routledge  
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Universalism Versus Cultural Relativism 

 

Banks, C. (2007) “The Discourse of Children’s Rights in Bangladesh: International Norms and 

Local  Definitions.” International Journal of Children’s Rights. Vol 15, pp 391-414. 

 

Burr, R. (2002) “Global and Local Approaches to Children’s Rights in Vietnam.” Childhood. 9 

(1), 49-61. 

 

Perry M. (1997) “Are Human Rights Universal? The Relativist Challenge and Related Matters” 

Human Rights Quarterly. Vol. 19, No. 3, pp 461-509.  

 

Short, Sonia H (2003) ‘International Human Rights Law: Imperialist, Inept and Ineffective? 

Cultural Relativism and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child’. Human Rights 

Quarterly, Vol. 25, pp 130-181. 

 

Stephens, S. (1995) Children and the Politics of Culture. New Jersey: Princeton University Press 

 

Goonesekere, Savitri (1994) ‘The Best Interest of the Child: A South Asian Perspective’ in 

Alston, P. (ed.) The Best Interests of the Child: Reconciling Culture and Human Rights. 

New York: Oxford University Press.  

 

Pollis, Adamantia (1996) ‘Cultural Relativism Revisited: Through a State Prism’. In Human 

Rights Quarterly. 18 (2), 316-344.  

 

 

Child Protection 

 

Child Protection Information Sheet (2006) “What is Child Protection?” Unite For Children. 

UNICEF. http://www.unicef.org/protection/files/What_is_Child_Protection.pdf 

 

Cipriani, D. (2009) Children’s Rights and the Minimum Age of Criminal Responsibility: A 

Global Perspective. Farnham, Ashgate Publishing Group.  

 

Kitzinger, J. (1991) “Who Are you Kidding? Children, Power, and the Struggle Against Sexual 

Abuse” in James, A. and Prout, A. (eds) Constructing and Reconstructing Childhood: 

Contemporary Issues in the Sociological Study of Children. London: Falmer Press. 

 

O’Neill, T (2008) “The Dilemma of Child and Youth Participation in Nepal’s People’s War” In 

O’Neill, Tom and Zinga, Dawn (eds.) Children’s Rights: Multidisciplinary Approaches 

to Participation and Protection. Canada: University of Toronto Press.   

 

Pells, K. (2010), “‘No One Ever Listens to Us’: Challenging Obstacles to the Participation of 

Children and Young People in Rwanda,” in Percy-Smith and Thomas, A Handbook of 

Children and Young People’s Participation, 196-203. 
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Rosen, David (2008) “ Children’s Rights and the International Community” in American 

Anthropological Association. Vol 49(4), 5-6.  

 

 

Children’s Participation 

 

Skelton, T. (2009) “Children, Young People, UNICEF and Participation,” in Stuart Aitken, 

Ragnhild Lund, and Anne T. Kjorholt (eds.), Global Childhoods: Globalization, 

Development, and Young People. New York: Routledge.  

 

Williams, E. (2004), “Children’s Participation and Policy Change in South Asia,” Save the 

Children, Childhood Poverty Research and Policy Center (CHIP). London, UK. 

www.childhoodpoverty.org/index.php/action=documentfeed/doctype=pdf/id=86 

 

Wyness, M. (2005), “Regulating Participation: The Possibilities and Limits of Children and 

Young People's Councils.” Journal of Social Sciences 9: Special Issue.  

 

Coleman, S. and Rowe, C., Remixing Citizenship: Democracy and young people’s use of the 

Internet, Carnegie Young People’s Initiative, UK, 2005. 

 

Lund, R. (2009), “At the Interface of Development studies and Child Research: Rethinking the 

Participating Child,” in Stuart Aitken, Ragnhild Lund, and Anne T. Kjorholt (eds.), 

Global Childhoods: Globalization, Development, and Young People. New York: 

Routledge.  

 

Headliners (formerly known as Children’s Express) http://www.headliners.org/ 

 

Council for Children’s Rights: http://www.cfcrights.org/ourStory.shtml 

 

Case Study: Children’s Parliaments 

 

McCrummen, S. (August 11, 2007) "'Children's Parliament' Sets High Bar in Congo: youthful 

body in a beacon of justice," The Washington Post.  www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2007/08/10/AR2007081002154.html 

 

Mutseyekwa, T. (2009), "Zimbabwe Children's Parliament Speaks Out on Rights Issues." 

UNICEF. www.unicef.org/infobycountry/zimbabwe_51659.html. 

 

Neighborhood Community Network (2010), www.neighborhoodparliament.org. 

 

Sarkar, J. and Blanka M (2005), “Bolivia’s Children’s Parliament: Bringing Participation to the 

National Stage,” Children, Youth and Environments 15.2: 227-44. 

http://www.childhoodpoverty.org/index.php/action=documentfeed/doctype=pdf/id=86
http://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/cypi/home
http://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/cypi/home
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Sridhar, L. (May 2004), "Bal Sansads: Members of Parliament at 11," Infochange: news and 

analysis of social justice and development issues in India. 

infochangeindia.org/20040508228/Children/Features/Bal-Sansads-Members-of-

Parliament-at-11.html.  

Accompanied with video made by the organization.  

 

Turkie, A. (2010), “More than Crumbs from the Table: A Critique of Youth Parliaments as 

Models of Representation for Marginalised Young People,” in Percy-Smith and Thomas, 

A Handbook of Children and Young People’s Participation, 262-69. 

 

The Children's Parliament Association of Finland. The Finnish Children's Parliament 

Report. Spring 2008. http://www.lastenparlamentti.fi/in_english 
   

The Children's Parliament Organization: the voice of Scotland's Children. April 23, 

2009 http://www.childrensparliament.org.uk/ or The Scottish Parliament (November 

2001) The Scotitsh Youth Parliament: The information center. Research Note. 

RN01/100 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/pdf_res_notes/rn01-

100.pdf 

 

Children’s United Parliament of the World (2009), at www.childrensstate.net. 
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